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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicants' arguments filed on July 29, 2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding independent claims 1,18 and 35, the Applicants argue on page 43 of the 
remarks section that, "Gagnon does not show or suggest receiving indications to perform an 
inter-resource search feature for a first resource and a second resource of different types. . 

In addition to, the Applicants argue on page 44 of the remarks section that: 

Although applicants' invention may generally implicate the subject matter 
of Youman, applicants' claimed invention patentably improves upon 
Youman by providing a system and method for receiving indications to 
perform an inter-resource search feature for a first resource and a second 
resource of different types. . . 

Furthermore, the Applicants argue on page 44 that, "the Examiner has failed to point out 

any suggestion or motivation to combine Gagnon with Youman to show all the features of 

applicants' claimed invention." And, on page 45 the Applicants argue that, "Accordingly, there 

is no suggestion or motivation in Gagnon to provide an inter-resource search feature to search 

resources of different types, no could one of ordinary skill in the art reasonably be expected to do 

so. 

In response to applicants' arguments against the references individually, one cannot show 
nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based on 
combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re 
Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 
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In response to applicants' argument that there is no suggestion to combine the references, 
the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining or modifying the 
teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, 
suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 
USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 
1 992). In this case, the Gagnon patent discloses an electronic program guide which has the 
capabilities to display and filter multiple different types of resources or "inter-resources" as 
claimed, which may include satellite or broadcast television shows (or programs), pay-per-view 
(PPV) programs, timer events, scheduled software downloads, etc. (see Fig. 14 for example). A 
user may filter what is displayed on the inter-resource electronic program guide through the filter 
selection 356 in Fig. 14 and through the settings 164*as shown in Fig. 16. Although Gagnon 
discloses an inter-resource electronic program guide as described above, which may be used by a 
viewer to filter out or show multiple different resources when searching through the interactive 
television program guide system for a particular resource or group of resources, the claimed 
receiving an indication to perform an inter-resource search is not necessarily explicitly disclosed 
by the Gagnon et al reference. The Youman et al patent/reference was incorporated in the 
rejection in order to provide the teaching of an electronic television program guide schedule 
system and method for use with different resources that further teaches the use of a search 
resources feature as shown in Figs. 38D, 38E and 38F. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have combined the method of 
providing an interactive television program guide with inter-resource features as disclosed in the 
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Gagnon et al reference with the Youman et al reference which discloses an interactive television 
program guide and the additional teaching of a resource search feature for the advantage of 
providing a user with the option of searching according to user specified criteria and providing 
the user with the results of the search in an inter-resource interactive television program guide. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have been led to make such a modification since receiving 
user search criteria is well known in the art of interactive video distribution systems, and more 
specifically interactive television program guide technology, in order to provide users with the 
additional benefits of using their own search criteria to find specific resources. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-19, 21-36, and 38-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gagnon et al (USPN 6,522,342), previously cited by the Examiner, in view of 
Youman et al (USPN 5,629,733), previously cited by the Applicants. 

As to claim 1 , note the Gagnon et al reference which discloses a method for providing 
inter-resource features in an interactive television program guide system. The claimed receiving 
with the interactive television program guide a first indication to perform an inter-resource 
search feature for a first resource having a first type is met in part by the electronic program 
guide main menu page 140 as shown in Fig. 2A, and more specifically by the schedule sub-page 
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as shown in Fig, 14, where various resources or events may be displayed including television 
shows, software downloads, and other events. The resources may be displayed together or 
filtered (filter section 356). The user may also make a selection to perform an inter-resource 
search feature by selecting a button such as the review 362 or the history 364 buttons (see col. 
19, lines 10-33). The claimed providing with the interactive television program guide the 
inter-resource search feature for the first resource is met in part by selecting the history button 
364 or review button 362 for television programs as described above. The claimed receiving 
with the interactive television program guide a second indication to perform the inter-resource 
search feature for a second resource of a second type, wherein the first and second types are 
different; and providing with the interactive television program guide the inter-resource search 
feature for the second resource is met in part by selecting the history button 364 or review button 
362 for software downloads as described above, moreover, the history selection may display past 
software downloads and television programs together (see col. 19, lines 3 1-33). In other words, 
the Gagnon patent discloses an electronic program guide which has the capabilities to display 
and filter multiple different types of resources or "inter-resources" as claimed, which may 
include satellite or broadcast television shows (or programs), pay-per-view (PPV) programs, 
timer events, scheduled software downloads, etc. (see Fig. 14 for example). A user may filter 
what is displayed on the inter-resource electronic program guide through the filter selection 356 
in Fig. 14 and through the settings 164 as shown in Fig. 16. Although Gagnon discloses an inter- 
resource electronic program guide as described above, which may be used by a viewer to filter 
out or show multiple different resources when searching through the interactive television 
program guide system for a particular resource or group of resources, the claimed receiving an 
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indication to perform an inter-resource search is not necessarily explicitly disclosed by the 
Gagnon et al reference. The Youman et al patent/reference teaches an electronic television 
program guide schedule system and method for use with different resources that further teaches 
the use of a search resources feature as shown in Figs. 38D, 38E and 38F. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have 
combined the method of providing an interactive television program guide with inter-resource 
features as disclosed in the Gagnon et al reference with the Youman et al reference, which 
discloses an interactive television program guide and the additional teaching of a resource search 
feature for the advantage of providing a user with the option of searching according to user 
specified criteria and providing the user with the results of the search in an inter-resource 
interactive television program guide. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been led to 
make such a modification since receiving specific user search criteria is well known in the art of 
interactive video distribution systems, and more specifically interactive television program guide 
technology, in order to provide users with the additional benefits of using their own search 
criteria to find specific resources. 

. As to claim 2, the claimed receiving the first indication comprises receiving the first 
indication from a supported application; and receiving the second indication comprises receiving 
the second indication from a supported application is met by the application software executed 
by the PC, as further disclosed in the Gagnon et al reference (see col. 9, lines 39-44 and col. 25, 
lines-28-37). 

As to claim 4, the claimed receiving the first indication comprises receiving the first 
indication from a user input device; and receiving the second indication comprises receiving the 
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second indication from a user input device is met by a keyboard or mouse that may manipulate a 
simulated remote control to navigate through the pages of the Graphical User Interface (GUI), as 
further disclosed in the Gagnon et al reference (see col. 24, line 45 - col. 25, line 46). 

As to claim 5, the claimed receiving with the interactive television program guide a first 
indication to go back to a previously accessed resource is met by the "Back" button as shown in 
Fig. 21 of Gagnon et al (see col. 25, lines 16-27). The claimed receiving with the interactive 
television program guide a second indication to go back to another previously accessed resource; 
providing with the interactive television program guide the previously accessed first resource in 
response to the first indication to go back to the previously accessed resource; and providing 
with the interactive television program guide another previously accessed resource in response to 
the second indication to go back to another previously accessed resource is met in-part by the 
Gagnon et al reference as previously described above, although the reference does not give 
explicit detail as to the functionality of the "Back" function as related to the claimed "second 
indication", it is well known to those of ordinary skill in the art that a "Back" function would 
perform in the manner indicated in the language of the claim. 

As to claim 6, the claimed receiving with the interactive television program guide an 
indication to go forward to the previously accessed resource; and providing with the interactive 
television program guide the previously accessed resource in response to the indication to go 
forward to the previously accessed resource is met by the "forward" function as shown in Fig. 21 
(see col. 25, lines 16-27). 

As to claim 7, the claimed receiving a first indication to access an inter-resource history 
feature is met by History button 364 as shown in Fig. 14 of Gagnon et al. The claimed receiving 



Application/Control Number: 09/733,727 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2614 

a second indication to access the inter-resource history feature; providing a history list of a 
plurality of resources that includes the first resource in response to the first indication to access 
the inter-resource history feature; and providing the history list of a plurality of resources that 
includes the second resource in response to the second indication to access the inter-resource 
history feature is met by col. 19, lines 3 1-45 of Gagnon et al and by the rejection in claim 1 as 
described above. 

As to claim 8, the claimed receiving an indication of a particular resource of the history 
list is met by selecting the history button 364 as shown in Fig. 14 of Gagnon et al, which allows 
the user to review past software downloads and television programs that have been selected or 
viewed (see col. 19, lines 31-33). The Gagnon et al reference does not explicitly disclose the 
claimed, "providing the resource in response to the indication." However, the Examiner takes 
Official Notice that it is notoriously well known in the art of interactive video distribution and 
computer networks to provide a resource in response to a selection made from a history list for 
the advantage of allowing a user to re-access a web-site, television program, software download, 
or other resource that the user had previously selected in the past. Therefore, . it is submitted that 
it would have been clearly obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to provide the resource in response to the indication for the advantage given above. 

As to claim 9, Gagnon et al further discloses an inter-resource reminder feature as met by 
the schedule function link 160 as shown in Fig. 14, which serves as a reminder list for current 
and upcoming events that are scheduled for various resources such as television shows, pay-per- 
view (PPV) events, software downloads, etc. (see col. 19, lines 10-33). The claimed receiving an 
indication to schedule a reminder for the first resource, and providing a first reminder for the first 
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resource is met by selecting a download button 268 for a particular software title, where the user 
is presented with a set of choices for available download date/times for that title, the download 
may be scheduled and a reminder of the scheduled download is listed as shown in the current and 
upcoming events display in Fig. 14 as described above, see for example the software download 
image listed for Thursday 12/18 at 1 1 PM, as well as the list of upcoming events in the column 
on the right of the screen (col. 16, lines 42-55). The claimed receiving an indication to schedule 
a reminder for the second resource, and providing a second reminder for the second resource is 
met in a similar manner as the software download as described above, where other events, 
including software downloads, PPV events, television shows, etc. may be scheduled and listed as 
reminders to the user as shown in Fig. 14 and as described above. 

As to claim 10, the claimed method defined in claim 9, wherein the first reminder for the 
first resource and the second reminder for the second resource are provided in a combined 
reminder list is met as described above in claim 9 and as shown in Fig. 14, where multiple 
reminders of current and upcoming events may be shown and listed in the GUI display. 

As to claim 1 1 , the claimed method defined in claim 9, wherein providing the first 
reminder for the first resource comprises providing features in the first reminder based on the 
first type; and providing the second reminder for the second resource comprises providing 
features in the second reminder based on the second type is met by providing features in each 
reminder based on the type of resource as shown in Fig. 14 of Gagnon et al and as described 
above in claim 9, where a resource such as a software download is represented by a computer 
icon or image in the listing, a timer event/resource is represented by a clock image, and a PPV 
event/resource is represented by a film strip image. 
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As to claim 12, the claimed receiving an indication to make the first resource a favorite 
resource is met in part by a user's selected favorite channels or a "favorites" list (see Figs. 2B, 12 
and col. 23 5 line 52 - col. 24, line 7). The claimed receiving an indication to make the second 
resource a favorite resource; including the first resource in a favorites list; and including the 
second resource in the favorites list is met in part by Gagnon et al as described above. The 
Gagnon et al reference does not explicitly disclose making resources other than television 
channels a favorite resource, as related to the claimed "second resource". However, the 
Examiner takes Official Notice that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to have provided the capability of making a second or different type 
of resource a favorite resource as well, and including the second resource in the favorites list for 
the advantage of allowing a user to keep track of additional favorite resources other than just 
television channels or programs, and consolidating the favorites list of different types of 
resources into a single combined list in order to provide a single list for convenience to a user. 

As to claim 13, the claimed method defined in claim 12, further comprising providing an 
opportunity to select a resource from the favorites list; and providing the first resource in 
response to a selection of the first resource from the favorites list is met by col. 23, line 52 - col. 
24, line 7 of the Gagnon reference as described above. 

As to claims 14 and 15, the Gagnon et al reference discloses an inter-resource feature as 
described above. Gagnon also discloses a TV settings page 164 as shown in Fig. 16, which 
includes a locks and limits selection, where a user may configure various settings including 
selecting or locking out satellite and broadcast channels, setting spending limits for pay-per-view 
selections, setting ratings limits, etc. (see col. 20, lines 17-31). Although Gagnon does not 
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explicitly disclose " parental controls ", the features described above are similar or equivalent to 
parental controls. In addition to, the Youman et al reference, as combined with Gagnon above in 
claim 1. teaches an electronic television program guide schedule system and method for use with 
different resources that further teaches or includes the use of "parental controls" (see Figs. 7, 30, 
39-40B, and 41). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have combined the method of proving inter-resource features in an 
interactive television program guide as disclosed in the Gagnon et al reference with the 
additional teachings of parental control features as taught by the Youman et al reference for the 
advantage of providing limited or restricted access to objectionable content as determined by 
other individuals such as parents, guardians or other adults. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been led to make such a modification since parental control features, including v- 
chip technology, is well known in the art of interactive video distribution systems, and more 
specifically interactive television program guide technology, in order to provide parents better 
control over the content and material that their children may be viewing by providing additional 
filtering or blocking of unwanted content. 

As to claim 16, the claimed receiving an indication to provide an extras display; 
providing the extras display in response to the indication, wherein the extras display includes one 
or more inter-resource features; receiving an indication for an inter-resource feature of the one or 
more inter-resource features; and providing the indicated inter-resource feature of the one or 
more inter-resource features is met by the various remote control on screen displays as shown in 
Fig. 21 of Gagnon et al for example, and as described above in claim 1 , which includes one or 
more inter-resource features such as "BACK" and "FORWARD" buttons. 
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As to claim 1 7, the claimed in response to receiving an indication to perform the inter- 
resource search feature ; receiving user search criteria; searching one or more resources according 
to the search criteria; and providing the results of the search is met by the Youman et al reference 
as combined with Gagnon and as previously described above in claim 1 . 

As to claim 52, the claimed providing a user with an opportunity to enter one or more 
keywords from a search display; and advancing a list of search results to display applications 
from at least one resource that match the one or more keywords is met by the Youman et al 
reference as combined with Gagnon and as previously described above in claim 1 (see Figs. 38D 
-38F). 

As to claims 18-19, 21-34 and 53, the claims are rejected based on similar grounds as the 
rejection of claims 1-2, 4-17 and 52, respectively. 

As to claims 35-36, 37-51 and 54, the claims are rejected based on similar grounds as the 
rejection of claims 1-2, 4-17 and 52, respectively. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Klosterman et al (USPN 6,469,753 Bl) - Discloses a method and system for displaying 

an electronic program guide. 
Klosterman et al (US 2003/0051241 Al) - Discloses a method and system for displaying 

an electronic program guide. 
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Klosterman et al (US 2005/0028201 Al) - Discloses a method and system for displaying 
an electronic program guide. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael W. Hoye whose telephone number is 571-272-7346. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller, can be reached at 571-272-7353. 
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Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Please address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) as 
follows: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA.223 13-1450 

Effective January 14, 2005, except correspondence for Maintenance Fee payments, 
Deposit Account Replenishments (see 1.25(c)(4)), and Licensing and Review (see 37 CFR 5.1(c) 
and 5.2(c)), please address correspondence to be delivered by other delivery services (Federal 
Express (Fed Ex), UPS, DHL, Laser, Action, Purolater, etc.) as follows: 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window / 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Some correspondence may be submitted electronically. See the Office's Internet Web site 
http:/Av\vvv. uspto.gov for additional information. 

Or faxed to: 571-273-8300 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window at 
the address listed above. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to customer service whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 

. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Michael W. Hoye 
October 6, 2005 



^ JOHN MILLER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



